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METAMORPHOSE8 AND MODELS 
BY various accounts, bipolarity has ended, superpowers have 
disengaged, the East-West ideological contest is over, and global 
politics are being restructured.  More evocatively, Joseph Nye has 
written,  "...the  tectonic  plates  that  have  undergirded  world 
politics for half a century have shiftedg1.  1 
All of these descriptions of current  metamorphoses have their 
genesis in the collapse  of communist regimes in Eastern Europe,  the 
withdrawal of the Soviet  Union's military forces from East-Central 
Europe, the reunification of  Germany, and  the prospects  for a 
Conventional Forces in Europe (CFE) treaty. 
Events on other continents in 1989-90 added to  the  portrait of 
a world  order  in flux--the electoral defeat of  the Sandinistas 
(FSLN)  government  in  Nicaragua,  the  Soviet  withdrawal  from 
~fghanistan,  the  Namibia  peace  accord,  and  negotiations  on 
Cambodia. In  these episodes,  erstwhile superpower adversaries have 
joined purposes; conflicts that had  eluded settlement for years 
were either resolved or moved towards resolution.  And, in the Gulf 
war against Saddam Hussein, Soviet acquiescence to U.S.  military  .................................................................. 
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